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INTRODUCTION

1. Location

The McGregor District is one of four districts comprising the Upper
Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge. The District
Office is located at McGregor, Iowa with Refuge Headquarters at Winona,
Minnesota. This District contains parts of Houston County, Minnesota
(8,651 acres); Grant, crawford, and Vernon Counties, Wisconsin (37,495
acres); Dubuque, Clayton, and Allamakee Counties, Iowa (32,038 acres)
for a total of 78,184 acres. The District covers navigation Pools 9, 10
and 11 and is 97 river miles long, extending from Dubugue, Iowa to
Genoa, Wisconsin. Adjoining or nearby public land areas are: 1) Grant
River Public Use Area, Potosi, Wisconsin; 2) Nelson Dewey State Park,
Cassville, Wisconsin; 3) Pikes Peak State Park, McGregor, Iowa; 4)
Wyalusing State Park, Wyalusing, Wisconsin; 3) Effigy Mounds Naticnal
Monument, McGregor, Iowa; 6) Yellow River State Forest, Harpers Ferry,
Towa; 7) Blackhawk Park, Victory, Wisconsin; B8) Genoa National Fish
Hatchery, Genoa, Wisconsin; 9) Fish Farm Mounds State Park Preserve,
New Albin, Iowa, and several smaller access areas.

2. To raph
The Refuge lies within the Mississippi River Valley which is two to five
miles wide and cradled between forested bluffs, rising up to 500 feet

above the River. The elevation of the valley is approximately 600 feet
msl.

3. Points of Interest

The McGregor District contains no large cities, but small river towns
flank the river. Commercial fishing, clamming, and furbearer trapping
provide income for some residents along the Refuge. Sport fishing is
the most popular recreational activity, occurring every day of the year.
Waterfowl hunters may travel over 200 miles to participate in opening

day hunts on the Refuge. As a migration corridor, the Mississippl River
valley may be unsurpassed in significance.

4. Physical Facilities

The McGregor District Office/Visitor Contact Station (DO/VCS) completed
in July, 1986 is located in McGregor, Towa. Satellite stations are
located at Cassville, Wisconsin, and Lansing, Iowa. Warehouse/storage
areas are located at Cassville and Genoa, Wisconsin, and McGregor and
Lansing, Iowa.

This Annual Narrative report does not include the 1997 fall season.
Narrative Reports now coincide with fiscal year. See fiscal year 1998
Narrative Report for fall 1997 activities.
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Highlights
Active eagle nests increase by 29 percent (Section YTeds):

One hundred forty six great blue heron chicks killed during storm
(Section l.a.).

Guttenberg Ponds Moist Soil Units up and running, but problems (Section
3:bw) -

Dago Slough co-op fields prepared for fall native prairie seeding
(Section 3.c.).

Forestry Management Unit boasts fantastic growth (Section 3.e.).
University students turn parts of Refuge into classrocm (Section 3.h.).
District hosts Refuge wide staff meeting (Section 5.a.).

Cold water stream projects, full steam ahead (Section 5.b.).

Sinsinawa Mounds grassland and wetland restoration projects move ahead
(Section 5.b.).

Pongee spikes deliberately placed on Refuge beaches to inflict harm
(Section 6.a.).

Marijuana use and intoxicated boat operation receive special attention
(Section 6.a.).

District issues first Waterfowl Hunting Guide Special Use Permit
(Section 6.b.).

Adams Tract and the Indian Isle Land Acquisition near reality (Section
B.¢:)

Wildlife observation decks in Cassville, and Ferryville, Wisconsin
completed (Section 7.a.).

Major clean up projects on the District’s nine boat landings (Section 7.
a.).

as flood waters recede damage to Refuge facilities becomes apparent
(Section 8. b.).

Final inspection of the Lansing Big Lake EMP (Section 8.b.).

Pool 11 Islands and Harpers Slough EMP, Pool 9 take shape (Section 8.
bi) s

District Manager Mullen out on extended sick leave (Section 8. b.).

New Driftless Area NWR, ROS hired (Section 8. b.).










aAll phases of the rail and bittern surveys were completed by June 15.
Results were completed by the end of July. A total of 22 stations were
surveyed on Pools 9 and 10. Two sora rail, three Virginia rail, and a
least bittern were encountered during the call response Survey.

Two woodcock survey routes were run during May for the Office of
Migratory Birds. Oof the twenty stops, woodcocks were heard at two
stations. A mourning dove survey was also completed during the month.
Eighteen doves were heard on the 20 station survey.

BT Dulik obtained GPS readings for the fixed frog and toad survey points
for Pools 9 and 11 in March and April. The first phase of the survey
was completed on routes within the District on April 29. BT Dulik and a
new refuge volunteer completed the Pool 9 points. ADM Male completed
the Pool 11 and 10 routes. Four different species of anurans were
detected during the first survey; spring peepers, American toads,
leopard frogs, and chorus frogs. The second phase of the frog and toad
survey was conducted at the end of May. The Pool 9 route was completed
by Volunteer Sanderfeld, and the Pool 11 and lower Pool 10 routes were
completed by ADM Male on May 29. Routes became a driving challenge due
to extensive detours and road construction. Spring peepers and leopard
frogs continued to be the most numerous species encountered.

District staff and volunteer Troendle assisted with the invertebrate
sampling in Pool 9. Fingernail clams appeared to pbe very abundant again
this year. Mayflies, on the other hand, appeared to have decreased.
7ebra mussels were encountered more frequently this season.

1.b. Studies and Investigations

Considerable time was spent during June with Tamara Ross from Iowa State
University. Tamara was looking intc doing a thesis project on the
population status of the Iowa Pleistocene Snail on units within the
Driftless Area NWR.

Two frog deformity studies were conducted in August. Species collected
included 220 leopard frogs, 5 gray tree frogs, 9 American toads, and 3
green frogs. BT pulik and several volunteers collected 100 frogs in the
New Albin area. Four of these frogs were deformed, one was a leopard
frog that had only one éeye. ADM Male and several volunteers collected
100 frogs in the Dago Slough area, of which no deformities were noted.
The deformed frogs were sent on to the National Wildlife Health Center.

2. Habitat Restoration

2. a. Wetland Restoration

A letter was sent in September to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) regarding the application process for Bertom Lake Landing.

Plans for a proposed wetland restoration project with the Fayette County
Conservation Board for mitigation were included.

DM Mullen met with Peg Kohring, Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, on
January 14 to discuss restoration of the Upper Iowa River bottomland
wetland communities, west of highway 26.










The Guttenberg Ponds Moist Soil Unit stoplog structures were opened on
March 31 to allow rising floodwater levels to inundate the units.
Concerns were that predicted flooding and water head differentials
between the units and the surrounding river water would wash out
portions of the dikes.

Waterfowl responded immediately to water on the Guttenberg Ponds
Moist Soil Units.

Several stoplogs at the Guttenberg Ponds Moist Soil Units were removed
and cleaned early in July as the units continued to de-water. But by
July 8, river stages began to rise again, forcing water back into the
units through the structures. The knife valves were closed on both
stoplog structures preventing additional water from backing into the
units. This, however, prevented further de-watering of units one and
two. River levels finally dropped enough in September to allow de-
watering of both units. All stoplogs from Units #1 and #2 were removed.
Spring flooding within the Guttenberg Ponds Moist Soil Units required
berm modifications.

During September, cost estimates were forwarded to EMP Coordinator
Beseke dealing with the closeout of several items with the Guttenberg
Ponds Moist Soil Units. The Corps wanted to turnover this EMP project
to the Refuge, but before doing so, several items needed to be
corrected. They were as follows: construction of 30 more stoplogs for
water-control structures, development of the method and materials to
prevent logs from floating in the structure, reduction of weight on the
grate on top of “Y” junction box, water gages within the managed cells
and also on Cassville Slough and Dead Slough.

3.c. Graze/Mow/Hay

Three of the Dago Slough Closed Area fields were brush hogged in July in
anticipation of planting native prairie grasses in the fall. The
remainder of the fields (8) were brush hogged later in the summer for
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woody vegetation control.

MW Brown and BT Dulik removed trees and brush from some of the interior
dikes at the Guttenberg Ponds Moist Soil Units in September.

On September 30, fields #3 and #11 in the Dago Slough Closed Area were
treated with Roundup. The mixture was at a three quart per acre rate.
These areas were fall seeded in October.

3.d. Farming

On February 20, one of our Turkey River cooperative farmers lost 22 cows
when flood water from a rapid snowmelt raised the river several feet in
one or two hours. Many of the dead cows ended up floating down the
Mississippi.

On September 15, the 1997 Cooperative Farming Agreements, for the four
units within the Turkey River Bottoms, were finalized. The same four
cooperators will work the ground as in 1996. A total of 336 acres will
be planted to corn. The 1996 government’s share of corn left in the
field this spring was totally submerged during the 1997 spring flood.
High water within the units was a little late for the bulk of migrating
waterfowl, however, concentrations of migrants in the thousands were
still noted in the area.

Cooperative farming units doing what they do best, providing
needed food resources during the migration with the aid of high
water.

3.e. Forest Management

DM Mullen attended a forest resources meeting in Decorah, Iowa on March
20 to provide information on how landowners could produce forest
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products while enhancing wildlife values. The USFWS private lands
initiatives were also discussed.

On April 1, DM Mullen traveled to Bellevue, Iowa to attend the Sixteenth
Annual Cooperation Meeting to hear updates on the Corps’ Mississippi
River Forest Management Plans.

District staff pruning sucker shoots from the managed black walnut
stand in lower Pool 11 during June.

3.f. Fire Management

Five burn plan proposals were submitted to Norm Brown, Fire Coordinator
in Necedah during February. It was doubtful that any of these would
actually take place, given the size of our crew (2), and more critical
commitments.

BT Dulik and ADM Male have both volunteered for Regional Fire Crew in
May. Depending on when the specific need arises, plans were to not have
them both gone at the same time.

A prescribed burn was conducted in fields #4 and #11 within the Dago
Slough Closed Area in September. Burns were completed in preparation of
the native grassland planting to be completed in October.

3.g. Pest Plant Control

The McGregor District and Driftless Area NWR Annual Weed Inventory
report was submitted to the RO on February 27. The McGregor District
had approximately 75 acres of monotypic stands of purple loosestrife.
An additional 450 acres with scattered plants was also documented. The
Driftless Area NWR had some problems with leafy spurge. The leafy
spurge was confined to a five acre area on the Howard Creek Unit.




The McGregor and Driftless annual Pesticide Use Reports were submitted
to Stan Smith of Ecological Services on February 24. Most of the
chemicals used on the Refuges were associated with the cooperative
farming units. The pesticide use proposals for the upcoming season were
submitted after the current year’s cooperators had been chosen. Only
herbicides on the pre-approved list could be used. The report also
covered biological control methods used last year. A total of 38
Hylobius eggs, and 2,969 Galerucella beetles were released to aid in the
control of purple loosestrife during 1996. A request was sent on March
20 to Cornell University, NY for a supply of Galerucella beetles. The
intention was to introduce the beetles to ten additional sites on the
District during 1997.

BT Dulik passed the commercial pesticide applicators license test in
February, and was then certified for this activity on the District and
Driftless NWR.

Videos entitled, “Biological Control-A Natural Alternative” and
“Restoring the Balance”, were shown to the staff during the station
safety and staff meeting in April. Both these videos dealt with the
bioclogical control of purple loosestrife.

Debra Quist was contracted again this year to do the acquisition,
propagation, release and monitoring of the biological control program
for purple loosestrife. Her contract covered only part of the work, the
rest was done by volunteers. Approximately one fourth of the over-
wintering beetles for the purple loosestrife biological control program
were brought out of winter storage on May 31. Survival rates appeared
to be close to 35 percent. Weather during the month was unusually cold
£0 no beetle releases occurred. The remainder of the overwintered
beetles were taken out of cold storage on June 30. A total of 166
beetles survived for a 41 percent winter storage survival rate. These
beetles were introduced to potted loosestrife plants at the McGregor
District facility for three weeks before release onto four of the sites.

Galerucella beetle release sites used in 1996 were also checked for
beetles during the month. ©No beetles were observed, however, some signs
of feeding on loosestrife were evident. Beetles were released for
biological control at the Lynxville Marina in July.

All beetle release sites for purple loosestrife were visited in
September to assess beetle damage. No beetles were observed at any
site, however, there was a small amount of feeding damage to plants at
all sites which may or may not be attributed to beetles. Debra Quist,
who worked on the District’s purple loosestrife control, moved in August
and will no longer be available. Information regarding purple
loosestrife locations and use of these areas was sent to Upper Iowa
University for a student doing a research project.




The search is on for Galerucella beetles that survived the winter.

3.h. Other Habitat Management

ADM Male toured the Dago Slough fields in Pool 11 with Dr. Higgs and
University of Wisconsin students from his reclamation class on March 4.
Current management strategies for the area and general Refuge philosophy
were discussed. Student class recommendations for the reclamation of
four of the fields were undertaken as a class project.
Proposals/recommendations from the U of W Reclamation Class arrived on

Students from the University of Wisconsin (Platteville) take on
the management of several small abandoned CO-OP fields in the Dago
Slough Closed Area as a class project.
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May 16. The class had been using the Refuge’s abandoned Dago Slough Co-
op Fields south of Cassville as an outdoor classroom. The
recommendations included plans for native prairie and forest
restorations. Several elements of the plans were incorporated in the
seasons work.

4., Fish and Wildlife Management

4,a., Bird Banding

BT Dulik and ADM Male attended the Explosives Safety Training course at
Necedah NWR on May 12. This training was required in order to use
rocket nets for banding waterfowl. Unfortunately, this may be the end
of rocket net banding on the District.

The New Albin duck banding site was cleared and the walk-in trap set up
in July; however, by month’s end the site was flooded.

The wood duck banding site continued to be baited during August with the
help of Refuge volunteers. A total of 22 wood ducks were banded on the
first attempt with the walk-in trap.

In September, BT Dulik and a volunteer banded 40 wood ducks in Pool 9 to
close out the season. An additional 9 birds were recaptured. Banding
ended earlier than expected because the early Iowa goose season opened
on September 13. A total of 62 wood ducks were banded this season
consisting of 28 hens and 34 drakes. Three of the captured birds were
adults while 59 were hatch of this year.

4.e. Pest, Predator and Exotic Animal Control

By January, a beaver had created serious problems at the Cold Springs
EMP project site. The structure, which was intended to divert oxygen
rich water from the Kettle Creek into an adjacent pond, had not been
able to function. Beavers had constructed a dam just outside of the
structure, forcing water down the creek channel away from the pond. The
dam had been removed several times, and local trappers were recruited to
remove the beaver. For now, the problem seems to be resolved. However,
it remains to be seen if this will be a yearly event.

A total of 15 beavers was observed in and around the dikes at the
Guttenberg Ponds Moist Soil Units on the evening of March 6. Some
damage had been reported as a result of tunneling in the dikes. Some
control efforts may be needed in the near future.

Gypsy moth traps were placed at locations in Pools 9, 10, and 11 during
July.

5. Coordination Activities

5.a. Interagency Coordination

DM Mullen met with Jim Janett, the Allamakee County Conservation Board
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Director, on January 15 to review Village Creek bank stabilization and
habitat enhancement projects.

On January 22, DM Mullen met with Allamakee County NRCS officials on
cold water stream rehabilitation projects and with Mike Griffin, IDNR,
to discuss EMP and dredge spoil issues.

On January 29, DM Mullen, ADM Male, and BT Dulik met on site with Corps
representatives Tepp, Peck, and Hendrickson to discuss site boundaries
and the general cosmetic appearance of the Lansing Hwy. beneficial use
dredge spoil site. Several issues were visited and revisited including:
staging of equipment on the Big Slough Landing, damage to Refuge signs,
permanent berm construction, methods to prevent spoils from being
deposited in adjacent wetlands during flood events, changes to the
entrance road, and cleaning up the general appearance of the area. The
Corps agreed to look into all of the Refuge’s concerns.

The Corps attempted to replicate a 1960's sedimentation study in Pool 9
during February. The study required developing six transects across the
Pool, and collecting samples by drilling holes through the ice with
power augers every 100 feet. The transects would have required some
brush removal. District personnel were unaware that the study was to
take place. During their initial field visit, BT Dulik made contact
with several of the Corps field personnel. He learned that many of the
transects would be located within a few feet of active eagle nests. The
Corps agreed to conduct the survey at a later date, and go through the
permit process before engaging in this type of activity on Refuge fee
title lands.

ADM Male met with the Corps, IDNR, Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (WDNR), and private land owners on March 3 at a proposed spoil
site along Buck Creek in Pool 10. The new site was being considered as
a location to deposit spoils from the McMillan Island river channel
site. The Buck Creek site seemed to have little value to the owner
until it was considered as a beneficial use site. Refuge interest was
to lend support for the removal of sand from the overfilled McMillan
Island site to a beneficial use site off the river floodplain.

DM Mullen went to Winona on March 11 to attend the annual UMRCC meeting.

DM Mullen attended a meeting in Guttenberg, Iowa with the IDNR on March
., 18 to discuss the Island 189 south dredge spoil site. Bob Cleventine,
ES also attended.

DM Mullen attended a Pool 10 bank stabilization meeting in La Crosse, WI
on March 24.

The 1997 Refuge Wide Staff Meeting was hosted by the McGregor District
on June 4. Activities included presentations from the Districts, Gary
Wege from Ecological Services, Nita Fuller from the RO, and Jim Janett
from Allamakee County Conservation Board. Tours were provided of the
Genoa National Fish Hatchery, Commercial Fishing Museum in Lansing, and
a field trip to various archaeological sites in Pool 9 hosted by Bob
Boszhardt from the Mississippi Valley Archaeological Center. The
traditional staff party took place at the Mullen farm.

ADM Male met with IDNR, WDNR, Corps and Black Hawk Park personnel on

12




Pool 9 during September. The on-site meeting involved visiting 12
historical dredge spoil sites to see if additional materials should or
could be placed on them. The general Refuge position was, we do not
want additional materials placed on any of the sites unless it is for
the benefit of the resources. In this particular case, beaches for the
public were not considered a natural resource. The Refuge does not
oppose keeping existing beaches but we do oppose expanding or creating
new ones.

Refuge Staff receive a river archaeology lesson during the Refuge
Wide staff meeting.

ADM Male, USFWS St. Paul, IDNR, WDNR, Beseke (USFWS), Corps, and a
contract representative conducted the final inspection on the Pool 10
Bank Stabilization sites during September. All three sites were found to
be in good shape as designed.

5.b. Private Lands Activities

On January 7, DM Mullen attended an Iowa Private Lands meeting held at
Walnut Creek NWR.

DM Mullen presented a talk on Private Lands and outreach on January 9 at
the District 6 meeting of the Iowa County Conservation Boards -
seventeen Northeast Iowa Counties were represented and 30 people were
in attendance. The meeting was held at the Yellow River State Forest in
Allamakee County, Iowa.

DM Mullen met with Clayton County NRCS officials on January 28 to
discuss timber stand improvements on private land related to wildlife
values.

Responding to a cry for help from the Private Lands office in Madison,
our 1989 Dodge pick-up was loaned to them in February for the 1997 field
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season.

On February 5, DM Mullen attended a meeting on the Hickory Creek
watershed and other cold water streams in northeast Iowa. Jim Janett,
Allamakee County Conservation Board Director, and Tex Hawkins, USFWS
also attended. DM Mullen also attended a meeting with Allamakee County
Conservation Board on February 13 to discuss cold water stream
rehabilitation projects.

On February 22, DM Mullen responded to a NRCS request for written
support on the possible enrollment of the Bakewell wetland into the
Wetland Reserve Program. The large cattail marsh is located adjacent to
the Refuge in the New Albin, Iowa area. This privately owned wetland is
well known for its waterfowl production, and the presence of bitterns,
otters, and nesting yellow headed blackbirds.

ADM Male met with Chuck Ryan and other representatives from the
Sinsinawa Mounds Farm in Grant Co, Wisconsin on March 19. Details on
the Challenge Grant grassland restoration were discussed. The Refuge
was waiting for a detailed plan on restoration activities in order to
proceed with the agreement. The Sinsinawa Mounds native grassland
restoration agreement was finalized and signed on June 19. The real
work would not start until late October when seeding operations began.

DM Mullen and Jim Janett, Allamakee County Conservation Board Director,
met with a private landowner on Paint Creek during March to discuss
USFWS funding to control bank ercosion and enhance wildlife habitat. A
completed project on Paint Creek was visited in September with the
landowner and the Allamakee County Conservation Board. The project was
completed under a cooperative agreement with the Board.

A Cooperative Agreement was developed between the District and Fayette
County Conservation Board on March 20. The agreement allowed the Board
to develop and implement various private lands restoration activities in
the County. Each project covered under the agreement will need approval
from the District. All projects will be cost shared and scrutinized
very closely for resource benefits.

DM Mullen attended an on site inspection of a cold water stream project
on French Creek, Allamakee County, Iowa on April 4.

DM Mullen met with Jim Janett, Allamakee County Conservation Board
Director, in Lansing to review cold water stream projects on April 18.

DM Mullen toured CRP/riparian buffer strip properties in Allamakee
County, Iowa with LuAnne Rolling, NRCS Director on April 20.

AT Palmer continued to work on the Acquisition Reguests during May,
totaling $29,037 for various private lands projects. In addition she
was the driving force behind moving the three Cost-Share projects
through the RO.

The second quarter Private Lands accomplishments were sent to the RO and
Private Lands Office in Madison on May 7. The District’s third quarter
Private Lands Accomplishment Report was submitted to the RO and the
Madison PLO in July.
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ADM Male conducted the final inspection on the Randy Meir wetland
restoration in Crawford County Wisconsin on May 26. The !z acre wetland
was holding water and looked great. A mallard pair and wood ducks were
observed on the wetland the day of the inspection.

A letter of support was sent to the Grant County, Wisconsin NRCS office
on May 29 at their request to include the Platte River watershed in the
Environmental Quality Incentive Program. The Platte River located in
lower Pool 11 has been identified as one of the worst rivers for non-
point water quality problems in the District. If accepted into the
program the Refuge will benefit greatly in the reduction of sediments
entering the Refuge from this watershed.

As a result of an on-site inspection on the Sinsinawa Mounds wetland
restoration on June 19, ADM Male requested that NRCS re-shoot elevations
on the water control structure. Based on rough field observations the
full capacity of the intended wetland basin is not being realized with
current placement of the structure.

Correspondence was sent in August to the Allamakee County Conservation
Board regarding an update on recent private lands projects the Service
has been involved with.

6. Resource Protection

6.a. Law Enforcement

January:
On January 17, information was provided to Congressman Jim Nussle's
Office in Iowa regarding the Thomas Burke LE case. Burke contacted

their office with the same questions he had previously been provided
answers to by our office. Information to Nussle’'s Office included the
specific 50 CFR regulation that Burke admitted violating, and a signed
copy of Burke’s trapping permit, acknowledging he had received a copy of
the Refuge’s Special Regulations. There seemed to be some argument on
Burke’s part that he was not aware of the Special regulations that
appeared on his permit. ADM Male also followed up on this letter with a
lengthy phone call toc Burke on the same subject.

One citation was issued by the District during January. RO Dulik
apprehended one individual for possessing undersized fish.

February:
The 1996 Refuge Incident Report was submitted to the RO in February.

March:

on March 10, a notice of violation was issued to a Prairie du Chien man
for checking his traps on the Refuge with a motorized vehicle. Vehicle
trespass charges were not processed due to the individual’s cooperation
in the investigation.

Beginning March 24, Refuge Officers Dulik, Brown, and Male attended the
annual Law Enforcement Refresher Training in Des Moines, Iowa. Officer
Dulik also provided instruction on handcuffing and defensive tactics
techniques. RO Dulik and RO Brown both returned to instruct and assist
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the second week of LE Refresher in Des Moines, Iowa.

Several large duck blinds, without identifiable ownership, were burned
it Pool: 11«

April:
RO Dulik assisted in a multi agency law enforcement detail at Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri on April 25. Ken assisted in serving two search

warrants and acted as evidence custodian during the search. A mounted
illegally killed mountain lion was among the evidence seized.

May:

Specifics on Special Law Enforcement detail for RO Dulik were worked out
with Special Agent Bierger during May. The work will involve
documenting migratory bird loss in uncovered oil pits in southern
Illinois the week of June 2-6.

ADM Male reviewed with District Law Enforcement Officers our policy for
use of red and blue emergency lights currently on station vehicles. To
summarize, we have no business chasing vehicles for 99.9 percent of the
violations we may encounter. Various equipment restrictions were also
addressed.

June:

RO Brown coordinated the return of bad 40 caliber ammunition on hand at
McGregor with Federal’s Product Service Department. Ten boxes were
returned in exchange for various LE shotgun shell loads.

RO Dulik obtained several leads in the vandalism incident at the New
Albin Landing. RO Dulik and ADM Male interviewed one individual that is
currently in custody with the State of Minnesota. No other firm leads
had materialized.

July:
All three of the District’s Refuge Officers worked their respective

pools over the July 4 weekend. Violation notices were issued for
intoxicated boat operation, possession of marijuana, and woodcutting.
Wisconsin DNR assisted in the arrest of the intoxicated boaters.

A request was sent to the Iowa National Guard for assistance with a
flyover for marijuana detection on the Refuge.

ADM Male investigated an incident involving the deliberate placement of
pongee spikes, apparently to cause harm to beach users. The spikes were
placed in two to three feet of water in clusters of four to five. Only
two to four inches of the spikes were exposed above the sand’s surface.
The beachfront where this activity occurred is a popular beach on Balls
Island located in lower Pool 11. The spikes were 18 inches long and 1"-
2" in diameter. One end of the spike was cut square with a saw while
the exposed end was sharpened like a very sharp pencil. Two individuals
were reportedly injured. During Male’s investigation, one of the spikes
was discovered on the beach. One of the individuals previously wounded
was also interviewed and produced a nasty scar as testimony. Several
regular beach users at this location agreed to watch the site for any
new placement of spikes. Local law enforcement officials were contacted
and advised of the situation. The story was also included in Grant
County Crime Stoppers magazine in an effort to develop some leads.
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RO Dulik assisted the La Crosse District, WDNR, and Division of LE in a
detail on Pool 8 which resulted in 5 arrests for intoxicated boat
operation, 5 for marijuana possession, and numerous boating violations.
Some of those same individuals had also stolen a picnic table from the
city of La Crosse and transported it to a Refuge beach.

August:

ADM Male established District guidelines in conjunction with our
participation in joint venture law enforcement activities on the River.
Guidelines focused on our participation on Refuge violations, and the
question of Service visibility.

Despite signs prohibiting the cutting of standing trees on this
beach some visitors must be educated the old fashion way --— their
pocket!

RO Brown coordinated the requalification shoot for Refuge Officers in
the area. The shoot took place in early September at the Holmen Rod and
Gun club. Jim also acted as the Range Officer during the event.

RO Dulik worked a detail with WDNR and FWS special agents in Pool 9.
Citations were issued for boating and Refuge related violations.

RO Dulik assisted the New Albin police department in recovery of a
stolen boat trailer from the New Albin landing.

September:
RO Dulik participated in the Basil Irwin Memorial Pistol Shoot as a

member of the FWS team. They competed with IDNR, WDNR, ODNR, and MDNR
officers, and placed fourth in the competition.

Trigger locks were installed on firearms housed at the District Office,
Cassville, and Lansing.
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Refuge Officers Dulik and Male worked the Iowa opening waterfowl season.
Areas in Pool 9 and upper Pool 10 in addition to the Bertom-McCartey
area in Pool 11 were worked. Citations were issued for an overbag,
unplugged gun, and boat lights.

Table 1. Citations issued from January 1 to September 30, 1997

Violation Number
Possession of controlled substance on NWR 1
Operating jetski with no running lights after sunset 3
Unauthorized use of explosives and/or fireworks on NWR 1
Possession of undersized largemouth bass 1
Unauthorized possession of firearm on NWR 1
Disturb, injure, or destroy plant on NWR 2
Fishing without a license 1

Take waterfowl with shotgun capable of holding >3 shells L
Violate federal trapping permit regulations; using 1
wheeled vehicle while trapping

Travel on NWR with motorized vehicle on undesignated area |1

= =

Refuge Officers within the District started to formulate the plan for
the first Refuge roadside game checkpoint. Several items connected with
this game checkpoint station were addressed during the month. The first
required a fast turn-around time from the Regional Sign Shop. Two large
reflective road signs with “Fish and Wildlife Check Station Ahead” and
“wgTOP Fish and Wildlife Check Station” were produced in record time for
this event. In addition a call went out for support personnel from the
other Districts. Traffic cones and orange safety vests were also
ordered form a local vendor for this event. Inquiries for assistance
also were sent to several SA’s, Iowa State Patrol, and the local
sheriff’s department.

RO Dulik worked with Special Agent Sam Frieberg on the Iowa’s duck
hunting opener. Citations were issued for overbag, improperly plugged
shotgun, and no boat lights.

RO Dulik and RO Brown apprehended an individual in pool 11 for
possession of marijuana and 30 illegally harvested ginseng roots. The
ginseng was turned over to the WDNR for prosecution, and a citation for
possession of marijuana was issued from the McGregor office.

A letter was written on behalf of Marie Wittenberg of Readlyn, IA, at
her request, to her insurance company. The letter was needed to confirm
that the Service had not recovered or located a boat dock belonging to
Wittenberg.
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6.b. Permits and Economic Use Management

BT Dulik re-signed a portion of the Pool 9 Closed Area during January.
The area had not been resigned in several years, and boundary questions
were becoming common.

A Special Use Permit was issued to NRCS in Elkader, Iowa on January 9.
The permit allowed the removal of 1,500 willow stakes, 4-5 ft. in length
and 1-2 inches in diameter. In addition, another 700 willow posts 8-9
ft. in length and 3-5 inches in diameter were removed. All willows were
removed from the Turkey River Co-op fields during March. The willows
were to be used for a riparian restoration effort along the Volga River,
in Iowa.

The Special Use Permit to Clayton County for the Turkey River access

road was renewed on January 17. Several provisions were modified to
reflect the Refuge’s new position that the County should be responsible
for road closures. Clayton County and the Service have finally agreed

on how to best serve the public and protect Refuge resources in this
area.

During February, Pool 11 boundary signs were replaced from the John
Deere Marsh to the Little Maquoketa River bridge.

A Special Use Permit was issued to the Ducks Unlimited Chapter in
Guttenberg, Iowa on March 24. The permit authorized the Chapter to
relocate Canada goose nests that were in imminent danger of flooding.
The techniques used in this effort have been used successfully by the
IDNR on their wildlife management areas. A list of nine special
conditions was applied to the permit to insure that Refuge objectives
were met.

Special Use Permit renewals for the Hubbard and Clements fish floats
were sent out on April 21 to permittees. In addition to a list of
special conditions, each concessionaire must also provide proof of
restroom holding tank pumping and insurance coverage. The Special Use
Permits were renewed during May for the two fish floats. The District
received information that the current owner of one of the floats
(Hubbard) had sold his business. Hubbard retained the required
insurance and some management responsibilities until full payment was
made by the new owner. Lawyers representing Hubbard dealt with DM
Mullen during this transition. In August, considerable time was spent
with the new fish float concessions operator Don Bailey at Lock and Dam
9. ADM Male walked Bailey through his responsibilities under the Refuge
SUP, and about a hundred problems that have developed in the last month
since Bailey has taken over the operation of the float. BT Dulik has
also made several site visits to this location to address concerns over
erosion and anchoring dock sections.

A response was sent to the Corps in July regarding permit requests for
new docks in Bussey Lake near Guttenberg. The letter stated Refuge
opposition to new docks or associated dredging in the area. In August,
a response was drafted for Refuge Manager Fisher’s signature to send to
Senator Charles Grassley’s office regarding the Refuge’s positicn on
dredging in Bussey Lake. The issue of dock permits in the area was
addressed as well. This issue was not a new one for this area, however,
new residents in the area apparently like to test the water on the
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issue.

Also in July, a letter was sent to Delbert Fritz of Potosi, Wisconsin
regarding vehicle use on the Refuge near his cottage site. Fritz’'s
cottage is located adjacent to the Refuge along the Closing Dam Read in
upper Pool 11. Fritz was notified that continued use on this road would
be a violation of Refuge regulations. Fritz arqgued that the previous
Refuge Manager allowed this activity under a handshake agreement. We
could not find any such agreement in the District’s records. We
approached the situation giving Fritz the benefit of the doubt, however,
this will not be allowed in the future.

Proposed guidelines or special conditions associated with guided
waterfowl hunting Special Use Permits were developed in September. The
conditions were sent to the other districts and special agents for
comment. One request for a SUP was received during the month. The
permitee is required to provide the District with the following
information by February 15 of each year: the number of guided hunts
performed, number of individuals, date of hunt, location of hunt, and
the number and species harvested. Permit charge is $100.00 and is
classified as commercial activities.

Closed area posting was completed in September in Pools 9,10, and 11
before the hunting seasons started.

A request was sent to Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad in September
to acquire a temporary construction crossing. The permit is necessary
to allow heavy equipment to cross the tracks to access the Bertom Lake
Boat Ramp. The boat landing is scheduled to be repaired in the spring
of 1998 with flood money. All other necessary permits were also sent to
the appropriate individuals.

6.g. Land Acquisition Support

On February 27, DM Mullen and BT Dulik attended a meeting in Winona,
Minnesota with representatives from Dairyland Power Cooperative. Bob
Drieslein, Winona DM, and John Connors, Realty specialist with the FWS
in the Regional Office were also in attendance. The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss a possible trade of Refuge islands in upper Pool
9 for inholding lands owned by Dairyland Power. Dairyland Power is in
need of expanding their barge fleeting area. The area they would like
to acquire in the trade is the FWS Willow Island parcel located next to
their existing Genoa, Wisconsin powerplant. This project has been in
the works for years, and had been approved at one time. Complications
with WDNR over required rip-rap put it on hold. The project features
have now changed, and it is up and running again.

DM Mullen examined the easements on the Quality Beverage Tract, located
north of Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, on February 28, at the request of
FWS Realty Division. The current easements present no restrictions for
the area to be managed as part of the UMRNW&ER. The Quality Beverage
tract was also checked for survey markers during March. No marked
corners could be located. The land located along the R x R tracks will
be the only portion of the property to be signed as Refuge. The
remainder of the area will have to be surveyed when services are
available.

20




Land acquisition priorities were developed for the District at the end
of April. Top acquisition candidates were forwarded to HQ. In May, a
list of the District’s top eight land acquisitions were forwarded as
requested to HQ in Winona, Minnesota. Tract ownership data sheets were
also developed for some of the tracts.

The Division of Realty worked with the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation
during July on an offer to buy the Adam’s tract adjacent to the Turkey
River Bottoms, however, acquisition money for 1997 was gone and Realty
was hopeful the purchase would occur in FY98. Information was
forwarded to the La Crosse District in September on this land, our
highest priority land acquisition with a signed option. La Crosse
handled the issue Refuge-wide. The 40-acre Adams tract within Poocl 11
was the only one meeting that description. It now has a signed option
with the Towa Natural Heritage Foundation for $29,000. The parcel is
surrounded on three sides by Refuge and may hold the key to future moist
soil development in the area.

During September, two islands (Indian Isle, east and west), which are
private inholdings within the Refuge just SE of the Visitors Contact
Station, were looked at for possible acquisition. The acquisition is
tied to a land trade elsewhere on the Refuge. One island was determined
to be a good potential addition to the Refuge while the other had
anticipated management problems. The problems were associated with
small private lots that have dwellings. Concerns were forwarded to John
Connors in Realty in the RO. ADM Male assisted the Madison Private Land
Office in September with a Level 1 Contaminant Survey on the proposed
land acquisition. The area, known as Indian Isle, was found to have
many small problems associated with 55 gallon barrels, some larger
containers, and several old dump/burn sites.

6.h. Wilderness or Special Areas

A trash rack was fabricated by a local welder for the 24 inch water tube
on the Dago Slough causeway. MW Brown and ADM Male installed the device
on March 19, just before water overtopped the structure. There was
concern that debris would jam inside the tube, blocking flow to the
entire Hay Bottoms area.

MW Brown checked the boundary fence on the Steve Johnson Driftless Area
tract during May. One minor repair was completed on wire across the
creek crossing. Jim also repaired sections on neighbor Dean Krieg’s
downed fences.

BT Dulik and MW Brown also visited the other Driftless tracts in April
and May for general L.E. patrols.

Cathy Henry, the new Driftless Area ROS, visited and inspected all
Driftless units during September, and reviewed pertinent file
information.

7. ©Public Education and Recreation

7.a. Provide Visitor Services
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DM Mullen presented a program on Refuge activities and the EMP program
to 40 members of the Harpers Ferry JIowa Boosters Club on January 7.

The first quarter Public Education & Recreation report was submitted to
the RO. The total number of District visitors was estimated at 168,796.
Recreational hunting, fishing, and trapping accounted for 65 percent of
the visits. Second quarter Public Education and Recreation Activities
Reports were submitted to the RO at the end of April. An estimated
170,160 visitors utilized the McGregor District. Fishing activities
accounted for over 60 percent of visitation. The Driftless Area NWR
received an estimated 90 visits.

ADM Male met with ORP Schneider at the end of January to develop new
road signs for twelve of the District’s boat landings. Current signs
are small and do not provide information on miles to the landings or the
names of the areas. In addition, none of the current signs indicate
that the landings are USFWS. Schneider will develop several choices for
us. MW Brown researched the different sign requirements for each
jurisdiction within the District during February, before erecting new
boat ramp signs along the county roads. The responses varied from
requiring a formal written request, including sight drawings, to “do
whatever you want”.

BT Dulik and ADM Male also discussed graphic designs and text for
several sign panels with ORP Schneider. The new sign panels will be
displayed at the two new wildlife observation decks being built through
Challenge Grant funding within the District. The first draft of the two
interpretive panels for the Cassville Wildlife Observation Deck was
forwarded to ORP Schneider. One panel dealt with the various zones in
each pool, “Anatomy of a Refuge”, and “UMRNW&FR history”. The second
panel included information on colonial nesting birds; two of the
District’s rookeries can be observed from the deck’s location. Other
drafts were also submitted to Schneider for the Ferryville Wildlife
Observation Deck. Topics on these interpretive panels included “What
Are They Feeding On?” which deals with diving duck foods, and diving
duck and puddle duck identification.

ADM Male met with Cassville Parks and Recreation Committee
representatives to discuss final site plans for the Challenge Cost-Share
Wildlife Deck. The formal Challenge Cost-Share Agreement was approved
by Cassville and was submitted to the RO in February. Specific sign
needs were addressed, and texts and proposed graphics for a Cassville
historical interpretive panel were forwarded to ORP Schneider. BT Dulik
finalized the Cooperative Agreement between the District and the Village
of Ferryville for the Wildlife Observation Deck in March. ADM Male also
finalized the agreement with Cassville for their wildlife deck. Both
the Cassville and Ferryville Cost-Share Agreements were forwarded to the
RO for review. Final information was provided to ORP Schneider for the
sign panel dealing with the history of Cassville. The panel will appear
on the back side of the deck facing the Village of Cassville.

The Cost-Share project between the Service and the Village of Cassville,
Wisconsin was completed on June 3. The final inspection of the Wildlife
Observation Deck revealed no problems. More information was also sent
to ORP Schneider on possible sign design and dimensions for approach
signs. The Challenge Cost-Share Project with the city of Ferryville,
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Wisconsin was completed in July. The observation deck has a telescope
and will hopefully have several kiosk panels.

One of two Cost-Share Wildlife Observation Decks completed this
year on the District (Cassville project pictured).

Specifications for Refuge entrance signs needing replacement, according
to the new goose vs. shield standard, were submitted to ORP Schneider in
Winona, Minnesota in May. The District has three locations that need
replacement signs. This does not include signs at the nine Refuge
landings where apparently the standard does not apply.

The District’s brochure needs were forwarded to ORP Schneider in Winona
at the end of January. A request was also sent to the RO for the
coloring books “ABC’s of Fishing” . These books have been a favorite
with young visitors at the District’s Visitor Contact Station

BT Dulik presented a short program to the Cub Scouts in Stoddard,
Wisconsin on February 3. The presentation included a slide show and our
famous “freezer creatures”.

BT Dulik assisted La Crosse District in the operation of their booth at
the La Crosse Sport Show on February 7. During the short time Dulik was
present, over 200 people stopped by the booth.

Arrangements were finalized on February 13 with the Cassville School
District for the Service’s participation in the Job Shadow program.
Selected students were involved in various wildlife surveys in the Pool
11 area during the spring.

On February 25, DM Mullen presented a program to the Northeast Iowa
Audubon Chapter on the new Refuge Friends Group and the Audubon ARK

program.

AT Palmer sent out a total of 225 National Wildlife Week education
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packets to 47 area schools during March.

DM Mullen traveled to Oelwein, Iowa with Jim Janett, Director of
Allamakee County Conservation Board to tape a conservation radio program
on March 5.

DM Mullen traveled to Dubuque, Iowa on March 10 to attend an
organizational meeting for the National Audubon Society Mississippi
River Regional Campaign.

On March 12, BT Dulik presented programs on the Refuge and some of its
creatures to ninth graders at Waukon Junior High School. A total of 130
students was in attendance.

On March 15, DM Mullen presented a program on the Refuge system and
outreach to 9 students from the Northeast Iowa Technical Center, Calmer,
Towa.

ADM Male spent a considerable amount of time visiting with Professor
Laura Jackson from Northern Towa University on March 21. Jackson is
teaching a segment in one of her ecology classes on Mississippi River
issues. Her questions and discussions ranged from barge traffic to
waterfowl migration patterns. The class visited the Refuge as part of
the semester curriculum.

DM Mullen attended Representative Jim Nussle’s town meeting in Elkader,
Iowa on March 26.

MW Brown performed many small maintenance tasks around the District’s
Visitors Contact Station during March, some of which included: patching
a leaking roof, replacing shingles on the roof, installing a thermostat,
snow removal, landscaping, replacing water faucets in both rest rooms at
the Visitor Center, and several spring cleaning Jjobs.

On April 8, ADM Male worked with a student under the Job Shadow Program
in Pool 11. Experience included work within the Guttenberg Moist Soil
Units, and activity checks on several eagle nests and rookeries.

DM Mullen attended a public meeting in De Soto, Wisconsin on April 9 to
discuss the Peck Lake small scale drawdown project.

DM Mullen traveled to Dubuque, Iowa on April 25 with Friends Board
Member Pat Heidenreich to attend an Academy of Science Meeting. Several
presentations discussed Mississippi River EMP Projects.

During April, dialog continued between the Village of Potosi and the
Refuge about the construction of the Potosi Point Project. The Village
felt that the Service was slow in acting on the project. In addition,
they felt they were missing an opportunity to get free fill dirt (an
element of the proposed project) from local road construction projects
occurring in the area. The only real problem the Service had with the
project was the $750,000 price tag. DM Mullen requested a meeting of
all parties involved to try to clear the air and to start working on the
real problem of funding.

Three new names were added to the Refuge Explorer I Certification list
during May at the McGregor Visitors Contact Station. Hannah, William
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and Amelia Blakey have all completed requirements within the Refuge
workbook and received UMRNW&FR Certification.

All the District’s twelve kiosks were scrubbed as floodwater receded in
May. Debris was removed or relocated on Refuge landings to permit
continued use. The District’s restrooms on the various landings have
been washed and sanitized. The restrooms at New Albin remained closed
until repairs were made. A portable unit was ordered for the landing
until this was accomplished. Full scale restoration efforts on the
landings will not begin until additicnal funding becomes available.
Additional information on the effects of floodwater on the Lansing Big
Lake EMP project and Winneshiek Slough area were submitted to Keith
Beseke, Winona at the end of June.

MW Brown placed gravel around the Turkey River bottoms kiosk in July,
and mowed Pool 10 and 11 landings. Mowing was also done around the
Wyalusing kiosk, Visitor Center, and the Cassville Warehouse. Brown
also repaired the kiosk at the Sny Magill landing in August, and
replaced shop lights and exterior lights at the Visitor Contact Station
in September. Several of the beaches in the northern part of Pool 10
were re-signed for visitor information.

A handicapped logo and traffic stripes were painted at the Visitor
Contact Station parking lot in August. The curb surrounding the
handicap parking space was painted blue and the emblem was refreshened.

DM Mullen wrote an article for a local newspaper during March on the
benefits of shade trees for wildlife, and BT Dulik wrote a newspaper
article for the Waukon Standard Newspaper on great blue herons in July.

Current cost estimates for flood repairs for the District’s nine boat
landings were forwarded to Keith Beseke, Flood Restoration Coordinator,
in Winona during August. The number one choice for restoration work
within McGregor is the Bertom Lake Landing in Pool 11. The second
choice would probably be Big Slough in Pool 9 if money holds out.
Estimated cost for repairs and upgrades on the Bertom Lake Landing were
$318,564 with pavement and $293,908 without. Big Slough was estimated
at $204,007 with pavement and $184,682 without. Nominations for the two
boat landing restorations to be completed with flood money were
submitted to the Refuge complex office at the end of the month.

A request was sent to the Regional Office and field stations in the
Region for help in finding several great blue herons and egrets in good
shape to be used for future displays in the Visitor Contact Station.

7.b. Outreach

BT Dulik presented a program to 25 students enrolled in an ecoleogy class
at Waukon High School on January 15. Topics focused on Refuge wildlife

resources and Refuge objectives.

On January 11, BT Dulik presented an eagle talk at the annual Allamakee

Winterfest. Unfortunately, sub-zero temperatures limited attendance to

a handful.

BT Dulik spoke to teachers at the Annual Teachers Workshop in July about

the history of the Refuge and discussed wildlife surveys. Participants
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included WDNR, IDNR, Corps, and USFWS. The event was sponsored by the
WDNR.

7.d. Trapping

The NWRS 1996 Trapping Questionnaire for the McGregor District was
completed and forwarded to Winona on January 22. The District report
was included in a comprehensive Refuge wide report. The Driftless
Refuge report was forwarded directly to the RO.

Comments were sent to the Refuge Biologist in Winona regarding 24 hour
trap inspection requirements related to current trapping permits.

As a result of a good LE effort last fall, and confusion by some
trappers, the District trapping permit was revised slightly in August.
The draft changes were routed to the other Districts and LE folks for
comment. The revisions included a definition of “attend” as in, it is
illegal to attend another person’s trap or trap line within the Refuge.
We have interpreted this to mean: physically touching or manipulating
the trap, fur catch, or anything associated with the set. Further
information was added to TRAP TAGS and FEES sections of the permit as
follows: “Traps may have multiple trap tags attached to them, allowing
any of the permitted tag owners to attend that particular trap.” Based
on comments received by September, the changes appeared as proposed on
this year’s trapping permit.

7.£. Other Public Use

DM Mullen designated two short snowmobile trails on the Refuge during
January. The trails cross two small islands, and will allow access to
various areas for ice fishing in Pools 9 and 10.

8. Planning and Administration

8. b. General Administration

ADM Male completed and forwarded the first quarter ITS accomplishments
to the RO on January 9. Also, the 0il/Gas/Mineral Activities report for
the McGregor District and Driftless NWR were forwarded to the RO.
Corrections on the 1996 yearly summary for the International Tracking
System Data were also provided to the RO. It appeared that all the
third quarter accomplishments submitted earlier were lost someplace in
the process. Additional corrections were made on hours devoted to
various projects.

The often long and treacherous Annual Narrative Report process started
in February. The first draft of several sections was completed.

AT Palmer attended the Remote Data Entry training workshop in Denver,
Colorado for a week during February.

Comments and revisions were provided to Clayton County on February 7 in
regards to a news release they proposed to issue on the Turkey Rcad.
The news release outlined the agreement between the Service and Clayton
County, as it affected annual road access. Information was also
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included about restrictions on off-road motorized travel.

Information was provided to Realty on the Right-of-Way Permit on
February 28 for a septic field at the Lansing Warehouse. The adjacent
landowner constructed the septic field, and the system is used by both
the landowner and the District. This saved the government considerable
up—-front and annual funds. On March 24, AT Palmer provided information
to Sue Kozarek (CGS) on the Lansing warehouse cement job. There was a
balance of $761.00 remaining with the job, and apparently money not
committed by months end would be lost. Needed concrete work remained on
sites

In February, information was provided to the JPTA Summer Youth
Employment and Training Program on the District’s needs. This was
mainly a paper exercise given the fact that most of the funding for this
program had been cut in northeast Iowa.

The Driftless Area NWR certificate list from personnel arrived on March
24 with eight very well qualified candidates. ADM Male interviewed all
the individuals on the list. Catherine Henry, of Denver, Colorado was
chosen for the job in mid April. Because of expected moving expenses,
the wvacant position was not filled until mid July. Official notice of
the selection was sent in August, and ROS Henry started duty on
September 15.

AT Palmer and ADM Male were presented with Star Award certificates
during the March safety meeting. ADM Male also received his twenty year
pin. .

A meeting on the Pool 11 Islands EMP project was held in Guttenberg,
Iowa on March 10. Representatives from IDNR, WDNR, USFWS Fisheries and
Refuge (Mullen, Male, Beseke), and the Corps were in attendance.
Discussions centered around various project features. The HEP analysis
for each feature will be completed in April.

DM Mullen attended Lansing, Iowa’s City Council meeting on March 17 to
discuss the replacement of the Lansing bridge and the potential Refuge
wetlands loss with construction of a new approach dike. DM Mullen also
met with Harpers Ferry town officials and Jim Janett on March 18 to
discuss riverbank erosion problems at the town cemetery next to the
refuge.

DM Mullen traveled to Des Moines, Iowa on April 5 to attend an
organizational meeting to establish a National Audubon Society Iowa
field office. Mullen discussed Refuge operations and how the new
Friends Group could assist National Audubon with their new Mississippi
River Regional Campaign.

On April 9, DM Mullen traveled to Guttenberg to attend the State of Iowa
meeting on Island 189 south dredge spoil site issues.

Refuge Revenue Sharing payments were sent to fourteen local government
entities on April 17. Payments were at 72.4 percent of the full
entitled amount. Payments for those areas within the McGregor District
totaled $38,930.

District staff removed equipment and sandbagged the Cassville Field
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Station building in March, prior to the spring flood. Water crested at
Cassville on April 17. Water damage was insignificant, as less that six
inches entered the structure. No one was more happy then ADM Male’s
wife about receding floodwater at the beginning of May. Four boats, two
tractors, several trailers, and lots more stuff from the flooded
Cassville Field Station had been parked at Male’s residence for three
weeks. Finally waters permitted the return of all items, but only after
many inquiries as to when the “Yard Sale” was going to take place.

Sandbagging efforts pay off as little damage occurs at District
building facilities (above), not so, however for boat landings

(below) .

As

ADM Male assembled the District’s Flood Damage Report on May 9.
waters continued to recede, it became apparent that all nine of the
District’s boat landings received some damage. All nine landings in
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addition to the Cassville Field Station needed gravel replaced. Riprap
was also needed in some locations, while others needed as much as two
feet of sand removed from ramp areas. Minor structural damage was noted
at the New Albin and Bertom restrooms and some of the kiosks will need
to be straightened. Debris was noted throughout the District, with a
total of seven abandoned structures floating within the Refuge. Refuge
boundary signs, closed area signs, and Refuge recognition signs needed
to be replaced within the District. The Guttenberg Ponds MSU and
Lansing Big Lake dikes received some damage due to erosive floodwater.
The John Deere Water Control Marsh and Cold Springs EMP project site
also received some minor damage.

ADM Male met with a rock contractor in the Dago Slough area Pool 11
during September. Rock was placed at several locations in the area
where floodwater this spring had washed out portions of the access road.

ADM Male completed the Habitat Evaluation Process (HEP) for the proposed
EMP Pool 11 Islands Project on April 24. The Bluegill, with winter
modification, and Diving Duck Models were used. A total of 16 different
variables were applied to four different locations, covering many
project features. The District refused to go along with a WDNR proposal
to place islands within historical diving duck use areas. Since the
departure of former DM John Lyons, the WDNR has been laying the ground
work for waterfowl nesting island construction in the area. We expected
some heat on this decision but it was just lacking “good science” at
that point.

ADM Male established work windows with the Corps for the Pool 9 Islands
EMP Project on May 26. The District was concerned with disturbances to
waterfowl concentrations during the fall around the work sites. Work
would not be allowed on the project site from October 15 to December 15.
ADM Male alsoc attended several meetings on the Pool 11 Islands EMP
Project in June. Project features continued to develop, however, the
HEP analysis was completed for all possibilities.

The final inspections on the Lansing Big Lake EMP Project was conducted
on June 13. Several small problems associated with the sand berms were
identified during the inspection. Money for these minor repairs should
be coming from the Corps. Comments regarding the Lansing Big Lake Draft
O&M Manual were forwarded in July to the EMP Coordinator Beseke in
Winona. Additional comments and concerns were also sent in regards to a
site visit. Most of these dealt with scour holes on the sand berms and
an additional new erosion site not previously detected.

ADM Male , ROS Henry, and BT Dulik viewed the Harper’s Slough EMP
project area in September. Particular attention was paid to the Bank
Line Stabilization Project features that will be constructed before EMP
work starts.

DM Mullen began sick leave on June 15 for an indefinite period of time.
Problems associated with an old shoulder injury and difficulties with a
Workman’s Compensation claim required this action. ADM Male will act as
DM until Mullen returns. Mullen was still out on extended sick leave as
of September. Mullen was not able to predict/guess when he would
return. Problems with his shoulder and Workers Comp have evidently
caused Doug to become as he puts it “The leading critic on good
television shows.” Look for Doug’s new “Iowa’s Top Ten TV shows of
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1997" at a newsstand soon!

MW Brown BT Dulik, and ADM Male attended the required boat safety
training in La Crosse. MW Brown also completed training and passed his
test for his Iowa Commercial Drivers License with a hazardous materials
certification. Dan McDonah and Rick Frietsche made this possible for
the District, as we did not have the equipment requiring this license
for driving yet.

On June 17, ADM Male met with Iowa State Representative Roger Thomas at
the District Office. Thomas was seeking information on the Refuge’s
opinion on proposed new legislation. The tentative new Iowa law
requires strict compliance with buoyancy requirements for barrels and
other floating support associated with docks on the River. The
District’s opinion was “AMEN” as we end up with all the discarded
materials at some point when they no longer function properly.

Verification of requested flood positions (Biological Technician and
Laborer) was sent to Personnel in the RO during August. Vacancy
announcements were given to several area post offices and agencies for
posting in September.

Annual Refuge Revenue Sharing checks were sent out in July, totaling
$38,930. AT Palmer put together an order for a new desk top computer in
August. With the current computer savvy of our staff, much of the
programming had to be factory installed. Software was also installed on
the Driftless Area computer. AT Palmer completed the Imprest Fund
Administration Review and forwarded the necessary paperwork to the RO.
AT Palmer had also been diligently tracking our 1996 carry-over funds
and problems with several contracts. $5,000 that was previously
targeted for Allamakee County Conservation Board had to be pulled back
until we could find out more. The ball was apparently dropped in
Denver.

Star awards were presented to MW Brown and BT Dulik during the August
staff meeting. Both individuals had to pull extra duty during our
shortage of bodies at the station.

The Minnesota/Iowa state line was resigned along the four mile boundary
of backwater habitat in Pool 9 during September.

8.c. Safety

During the monthly safety meetings, staff viewed and discussed videos
including: “Close Calls-The Wake Up Call”, “1989 Valvoline National
Driving Test”, “Make Winter Driving Safer”, “Winter Dangers” , “Proper
Lifting” , “Paths of Thunder II”, “Handling Hazardous Spills”, and “How
to Prevent Back Injuries”.

8.d. Maintenance

Night vision glasses obtained from Fort McCoy early in 1996 were sent to
the National Guard in Prairie du Chien for repairs in January.

The new Refuge airboat was received in January from Florida. The
District staff now has motorized access to the Refuge year-round.
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The District’s Radio System Profile was submitted to the Regional Radio
Coordinator during January. All together, the District’s required
frequency changes will involve the replacement of: one base station, two
repeaters, seven hand-held radios, eight mobile units and several other
modifications to existing equipment. Several of the District’s hand
held radios were reprogrammed in March teo include one of the Corps
frequencies, and to update some outdated frequencies for local law
enforcement jurisdiction.

The accountable property inventory was completed for the McGregor
District and the Driftless Area NWR in February, and submitted to the
RO. The in-house property was also completed, but with some
difficulties. For some unexplained reason, many of the camera items,
and some other items have disappeared from the Refuge list.

MW Brown performed several maintenance tasks around the District during
March, including: flood debris cleanup from Refuge landings, filling
sand bags, replacing roof shakes on the Visitors Center, bringing the
alr conditioners on line, mowing, and maintenance on several vehicles.
During June and July, several small maintenance tasks were performed at
the Visitor Contact Station including changing interior and exterior
lights and patching the roof, mowing and weeding, and vehicle
maintenance.

The new Ford F150 4x4 Super Cab truck arrived during June. The wvehicle
will replace the two wheeled drive truck in Lansing. The 1989 Dodge
truck was officially transferred to the Madison Private Lands Office.
When they have finished with it, the truck will be offered for sale as
the trade-in on the new Ford truck.

At their request, a detailed description of the District’s nine boat and
power systems was forwarded to the Safety Office in the RO.

During August, two new RONS projects and 12 previously proposed projects
were submitted to headquarters for inclusion in the Refuge wide RO
submission. One of the new projects involved development of an
Interpretive Wildlife Trail along Hwy. 18. The trail would allow the
“boatless visitor” an opportunity to see the Refuge. Over 1,890,000
vehicles a year cross the Refuge using this highway. The second project
was a proposal to expand the current McGregor District Office to the
north using property under existing ownership. A minimum of two
additional offices is needed to alleviate the overcrowding. Purchase
orders were also issued for several needed items during September. They
included: construction cost for completing the Lansing office within the
warehouse, refurbishing the observation deck at the Visitors Contact
Station, installation of a window in the storage room so it could be
used as an office, construction of two walk-in traps for banding,
repairs and snow chains for the 70 hp tractor, and major carpet cleaning
at the Visitor Center. A PLGR GPS unit was also ordered from Rockwell
International for use on the District.

Dave Gustafson from the Regional Office installed a new phone system in

the McGregor District Office in September and provided guidance on
expanding our present communications system.
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8.e. Volunteers

Tragically, Steve Groak, a volunteer for the District for the last four
years, was found dead in his burnt car on Monday May 11, 1997. The
vehicle was parked just off the Refuge in Upper Pool 11. According to
authorities Steve ended his own life by venting carbon monoxide and
propane into the vehicle, killing himself before the idling vehicle
exploded. Steve was a dedicated lover of the District’s great blue
heron rookeries. He spent countless hours making observations on herons
and other wildlife for the District. It’s just another reminder on how
blessed those of us that work with the Refuge resources are, Steve's
only real job in life within recent times was working on the Refuge.
Unfortunately in the end this was not encugh. He will be missed.

A total of 16 volunteer hours were contributed to the District during
January.

A news release outlining the District’s volunteer program was issued to
local news media on February 12. So far, several inquiries have been
received about helping with the “fun” things.

Three individuals contributed a total of 35 volunteer hours to the
District during March. Their work was related to wildlife observation
and minor maintenance projects.

DM Mullen met with George and Dorothy Hoffman on March 26 to discuss the
Refuge Friends Group. He later hosted a lunch meeting for Friends
members at his home in Lansing, Iowa on April 16. George & Dorothy
Hoffman, Pat & Bill Heidenreich, and Gus Kerndt attended.

By April, data forms were developed and equipment needs addressed for
volunteer Larry Clanton’s project on snapping turtles. Larry works for
the railroad, and travels the rails daily conducting inspections. While
he is traveling, he has volunteered to gather information on snapping
turtle movements, sex determination, and size of turtles he encounters
along the tracks. Larry has indicated he encounters hundreds of turtles
during his travels. Information will be shared with IDNR and WDNR.

Tom Sandersfeld, a local Elkader resident volunteered to conduct the
Frog and Toad Survey for Pool 9 survey points. BT Dulik will assist
with locations and data collection.

Three individuals contributed a total of 22 volunteer hours to the
District during April. Activities included debris cleanup and wildlife
surveys.

Four volunteers contributed a total of 136 hours to the District during
May. Over half the donated time was in conjunction with Mr. Clanton’s
snapping turtle work along the rails in Iowa. Additional hours were
spent on the Neotropical Migrant Point Count Survey and the Frog and
Toad Survey in Pool 9.

A new volunteer, Beth Tomica, volunteered to conduct the Pool 10 Rail
and Bittern Survey. This route had not been run in two years due to
staff shortages. She is no stranger to bird surveys as her full-time
job during the summer is conducting the Breeding Bird Survey upriver.
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The new Refuge Friends group met for the first time within the McGregor
District on June 26. Their monthly meeting was held at the Kerndt
Brothers Community Center in Lansing, Iowa. ADM Male conducted a tour
of Pool 9 for those in attendance. A total of six stops were made
covering topics such as: dredge spoils, flood damage, cost-share
projects, wildlife resources, EMP, biological control program for purple
loosestrife, and an overview of the District.

8.f. Personnel

1. Douglas M. Mullen---——=—=—==———- District ManagerE010/19/95 On
extended sick leave from 6/15/97

2. Clyde B. Maler———————c=—————————c—m= Refuge Operations Specialist,
EOD 6/23/85

3. Dixie L. Palmer-——=——=—==————ce—e—ee————— Administrative Technician,
EOD 11/2/87

4, Catherine J. Henry----------——-———-—>- Refuge Operations Specialist
(Driftless Area NWR), EOD 9/12/97

5. James Brown----—--——————————————e———v Maintenance Worker, EOD 6/7/87
6. Kenneth E. Dulik-===-==-——eeece———— Biological Technician, EOD
12/29/91

9. Wildlife

9.a. Endangered/Threatened Species

A news release dealing with the District’s concentrations of eagles was
sent to ORP Schneider in January for inclusion in the RO staff notes.

MW Brown shipped a dead mature bald eagle to the National Eagle
Repository in Colorado on January 27. The eagle apparently died of
trauma associated with a vehicle strike. The bird was found along the
road shoulder west of Manchester, Iowa. Two bald eagles were shipped to
the Repository in Colorado during February. Both birds were recovered
in Towa at separate locations (Calmer and Worthington). Both birds
exhibited classic electrocution symptoms. A dead bald eagle brought in
by Iowa DNR was also sent to the Eagle Repository in Colorado in July.
District staff determined the eagle apparently was killed as a result of
a power line strike.

On January 15, nest history and location was provided to WDNR on the
McGregor Lake eagle nest. The Service and WDNR were looking at the

possible impacts from a proposed power line crossing in the area.

There was a major movement of migrating eagles within the District on
February 22. These birds were apparently taking advantage of a strong
advancing warm front from the south.

The newly discovered eagle nest located in John Deere Marsh developed an
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unwelcome feathered parasite during February. During several visits to
the nest site, a great horned owl was seen in the eagle’s nest. On one
visit, the eagle owners were observed perched together less than 25 feet
from the nest, with the horned owl in it. Several subsequent visits
have revealed similar observations. As of months end, the great horned
owl still remained in defiance of the eagle pair, who apparently refuse
to nest elsewhere.

Information was provided to the Office of Migratory Birds during
February on the incidental take of endangered species processed by our
District. Two cases of bald eagles dying from lead poisoning were
submitted.

District staff attempted to recover an injured bald eagle in the Pool 9
area on March 21. Reports indicated the bird was sitting on the ground,
and when approached had difficulty becoming airborne. Despite a

considerable effort to catch the bird, it disappeared after a few days.

A news release was sent out to local newspaper and radio stations in
September on the increase in bald eagles numbers and the record number
of nests in the District in 1997.

Tamara Ross from Jowa State University submitted an annual report for

scientific collecting of Iowa Pleistocene snails on the Driftless Area
NWR as well as on other algific slope sites. She is doing a genetics

study on the endangered snail.

9.b. Waterfowl

134 mallards and 7 common mergansers were sighted on the District on
January 13.

The first flock of migrating Canada geese was observed in the District
at the John Deere Marsh area on February 14.

Hooded mergansers were first observed within the District on February 21
in upper Pool 11.

Migrating common goldeneye, scaup, and common mergansers were observed
for the first time this spring on February 28.

A flock of 37 greater white-fronted geese was observed at the Guttenberg
Ponds Moist Soil Units on March 22.

Water was brought onto the Guttenberg Ponds Moist Soil Units on March
12, and migrating waterfowl quickly responded. Within 2 days an
estimated 5,180 ducks were observed feeding in the cells. That number
doubled within five days. A total of 146,160 duck use days was recorded
for the 20 days the units were operational, before being over topped by
the spring flooding.

During the evening of Friday, March 7, many different species of
waterfowl migrated into the District on strong southerly winds. The
following species were observed: coot, northern shoveler, canvasback,
redhead, ring-necked duck, mallard, northern pintail, gadwall, American
wigeon, American black duck, and green-winged teal.
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The first wood duck of the season was observed on the District on March
10.

A Service news release reporting on the Snow Goose Population Explosion
was released on April 7 to local media.

Large rafts of American coot were observed in the Hoosier and Glass Lake
areas near Bagley, Wisconsin on April 14. Numbers were in excess of
8,000 in each raft. Alsoc on April 14, a large concentration of scaup
numbering in the thousands utilized a shoreline area just south of
McGregor. The area is located at the junction of the East Channel and
Main Channel, and is the site of a barge fleeting area. Spilled grain
or zebra mussels may have been the reason for the concentration.

By June 30, goose broods of five, four, and three goslings were sighted
within Mud Lake located in lower Pool 11. Isolated goose broods were
also observed in the Potosi and Jack Oak area, also in Pool 11.

The required Wood Duck Box Use Report from Carl Noel of Prairie du Chien
was received during July. All individuals who erect wood duck boxes on
the District must attain a SUP and file a report on use each year. Out
of the six boxes Carl maintained, three were used during the nesting
season.

On September 15, American coots started to concentrate on the District.
The first concentrations of fall migrating waterfowl were noted on the
District September 4. Blue-winged teal were observed in several

locations. Small concentrations of pied-billed grebes were alsc noted

in lower Pool 11.

9.c. Marsh and Water birds

The first great blue heron of 1997 was observed on Pool 11 on February
28.

The first double-crested cormorant appeared on the District in lower
Pool 11 at the end of March.

Several first of the season observations occurred within the John Deere
Marsh on April 7. They included black-crowned night heron, common
snipe, and sora rail.

American white pelicans arrived on the District April 17.
Concentrations were noted at Sunfish Lake and the Turkey River area,
both in Pool 11.

Black-crowned night herons were observed several times at the John Deere
Water Control Marsh in the beginning of May. These normally secretive
visitors may have set up home in the wetland.

One of the District’s most strange wildlife visitors was observed within
Pool 10 on May 6. A glossy ibis appeared feeding in a shallow water
pool adjacent to the Refuge. Two days of very strong southerly winds
are believed to be responsible for this visit.
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Once considered a rare visitor to the Refuge, American white
pelicans have become common-place during the spring and late
summer months.

At the end of June, several least bitterns were sighted and heard on
many occasions within the two cells at the Guttenberg Moist Soils Units.
Based on sight fidelity the pair is probably nesting nearby.

American white pelican concentrations were noted in several areas on the
District during June. These observations were forwarded to the Refuge
Biologist in Winona. ‘

Two adult sandhill cranes were sighted during July at the Reno Bottoms
area of Pool 9.

The Pocl 9 islands EMP rock structure has been host for thousands of
cormorants this fall. On September 9 an estimated 2,550 cormorants and

85 American white pelicans were observed loafing on the exposed rock.

Two sandhill cranes were observed feeding within a Pool 10 marsh on
September 10.

9.d. Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns, & Allies

Herring and ring-billed gulls were first observed within the District on
February 28.

The first Bonaparte’s gulls of the season arrived on the District on
April 17.

Common terns first appeared on the District May 6. The first black
terns were not observed for another three weeks.
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Caspian terns were observed for the first time this season on June 5
within the District.

The first fall concentration of ring-billed and herring gulls was noted
on the District on September 4.

9.e. Raptors

DM Mullen attended a Peregrine Recovery Team meeting in Decorah, Towa on
March 18. Efforts will be made to reintroduce 20 falcons to the Upper
Iowa river bluffs this spring, and to Refuge Islands in 1999.

The District’s first Northern harrier of the season was observed in
lower Pool 11 on March 19.

Turkey vultures first appeared on the District on March 24.

The season’s first osprey was observed north of Cassville on April 7.
Several additional birds were observed the following week at locations
throughout the Refuge.

On May 30, ADM Male spent time with Jon Stravers, from the Midwest
Raptor Research Fund, searching for red-shouldered hawk nests in upper
Pool 11. Activity at several eagle nests was also checked.

The first noticeable movement of raptors along the river floodplain was
noted on September 4. Sharp-shinned hawks, Northern harriers, ospreys,

and a few coopers hawks were observed.

The first migrating ospreys of the fall were observed on August 29
within the District.

On September 26 large kettles of turkey wvultures and large flocks of
cormorants were observed migrating along the bluffs.

On September 9, the District’s first large turkey vulture movement south
was observed along the bluffs in Pool 11.

9.f. Other Migratory Birds

Tree swallows arrived on the District this Spring on March 31.

The first yellow-rumped warbler of the season was observed on the
District just north of Potosi, Wisconsin on April 7.

Palm warblers, yellow throated warblers, and Northern orioles had shown
up on the District by May 6.

Nesting yellow-headed blackbirds returned to the John Deere Water
Control Marsh on May 30. Stable water levels are believed to be the
reason these birds have selected this marsh over the many river marshes
available.

9.h. Other Resident Wildlife

Information on red squirrel biology and distribution was provided to a
local resident during February. He recently discovered red squirrels in
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a small timber pocket in upper Poocl 9 and lower Pool 8. Although these
squirrels are within their historic range, no one had seen them on the
District. This information was also shared with the La Crosse District.
The individual who discovered the squirrels also signed up as a refuge
volunteer, and has provided sightings on all types of wildlife in this
area.

On March 19, DM Mullen attended Timber Rattlesnake Public hearing in
Ferryville, Wisconsin to discuss a proposal to protect rattlesnakes on
the river and adjacent bufflands. Everyone over the age of 50 wanted
them exterminated.

The District’s first bat appeared in the area on March 6.

Spring peepers and leopard frogs began singing at Guttenberg Ponds MSU
on March 31.

Muskrat lodge construction was first noted on the District on September
23.

10. Items of Interest

The first barge of 1997 passed the McGregor District office on March 10.
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